Genetic analysis of blood pressure in the Milan hypertensive strain of rat (Rattus norvegicus).
Estimates of heritability (h2) of blood pressure level and the number of loci controlling the trait were derived from two genetic crosses involving the Milan hypertensive strain of rat and its control with normal blood pressure. In the genetic cross involving backcrosses, the estimates were h2 = 64% and the number of loci was two or three; there was some evidence of dominance of the alleles for normal blood pressures. In the other cross with only F2's, the degree of genetic determination (heritability in the broad sense) was 45%, involving at least three loci.